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Medical Brigades plans for Honduras
By Taylor Cabalse
Immediately after returning from
a life-changing experience in Panama,
the USD Medical Brigades are already
preparing for their next brigade. USD
student volunteers will be taking part
in a seven-day brigade this August to
Honduras where they will provide
medical care to under-served areas.
This USD student volunteer
organization provides medical care
for many in Honduras, Panama
and Ghana. From the previous trip
during Intercession 2012 to Panama,
they provided medical services to
approximately 500 people. Medical
Brigades Vice President and sophomore
Patrick Smith stated that many people
living in these ares are too poor to
afford what may be necessary to keep
them healthy or may live too far from
major cities to have access to these
necessities.
"Until I went on the brigades,"
Smith said, "I didn't realize how much
I would like to do this for the rest of my
life and how much I actually care about
making a difference in the community
and in the world. I never realized how
much of an impact we make on the
people we are serving."
According to www.globalbrigades.
org, this club is one of the 380 chapters
of
the
internationally-recognized
Global
Brigades,
the
world's
largest student-led nonprofit health
organization. USD's chapter consists of
30 students pursuing degrees in health
care. According to Smith, students
in the club have a strong interest in
being a part of the global community
by making a difference in the lives
of those who are in desperate need of
medical attention.
"I've never been to a third world
country [before these medical brigade
trips]," junior Victoria Park said.
"Seeing poverty like that for the first
time, it is heart breaking. You feel as if
you aren't doing anything to help. After
having those personal interactions and
seeing how much we impacted them
was very inspiring. Issues back in the
States just seem so insignificant."
Many members hope these actions
and stories will inspire USD students
to see the world. These members also
hope that students will take note of the
current issues and do something about
them. This chapter started off with
two seniors who took part in a brigade
in high school and wanted to share

this experience with others. Current
members hope that the roots of this
chapter will continue growing here on
campus.
"Right now, we're trying to
expand Medical Brigades," Smith said.
"In Panama, we saw some groups that
were upwards.of 60 students. We want
to have a bigger presence at USD and in
the San Diego community as a whole.
We want to spread the word about what
we are doing and what a great impact
we have on the people we help."
Although USD's Medical Brigades
operates under Global Brigades, the
actual members of the chapter provide
all the medical equipment while abroad.
Park said that between brigades, the

In Warren Hall Auditorium
in Mother Rosalie Hill Hall,
USD master's candidate James
Bartoli screened his documentary
"Remembering the San Diego Free
Speech Fight of 1912-1915: 100
Years Later" concerning the history
of free speech in San Diego. The
documentary centered on the 1911
Industrial Workers of the World's
heroic effort. The I.W.W. was formed
after the picketing of the undesirable
work conditions of Chicago's coal
miners.
Students,
professors
and
community members attended the
event. When everyone was seated, the
moderator, history professor Michael
Gonzalez, introduced the speakers
and the documentary began.
According to the documentary,
the free speech movement was
instigated by General Raymond Otis,
the owner of The Los Angeles Times.
In November of 1911 he suggested
that the city fathers, the industrialists
that composed the elite class of
San Diego, suppress workers' free
speech in order to align San Diego's
development with the city fathers'
desires. I.W.W. crossed racial lines
and organized a Mexican-American
protest in San Diego, The union gave
speeches as they sat on soap boxes.
"Fellow workers and friends,how

in the past three years. The bat-a-thon
is set to take place in June.
Along with the bat-a-thon, USD's
chapter of the Medical Brigades hosts
food fundraisers at local restaurants
and bars that will take place throughout
March and April.
"The biggest thing USD students
can do to help is to attend these events,"
Shabaz said. "It is also very helpful for
students to help spread the word and
tell others about what this organization
is doing."
Because Global Brigades depends
on the individual chapters to find
donors to provide for their necessary
resources, everything donated to the
chapter can help.

Photos courtesy of USD Medical Brigades

By Libby Jelinek
USD is full of clubs and
organizations with ideas for how to
engage the campus and community.
With the help of the Associated
Students Budget Committee, this
semester those ideas can receive the
necessary funding to be put into actioif.
Starting this week, AS will be
running a marketing campaign to
encourage
student
organizations
to come to ASBC for funding. The
organization is encouraging student
clubs to fully utilize the $110,000 they
currently have available.
"It is our feeling that many clubs
on campus either underutilize or are
unaware of the opportunities for funding
that are available through ASBC," AS
senator and ASBC representative Scott
Morgan said. "We want to inform the
students of USD that they are capable
of requesting money that comes from
their own student activity fee to host
events for the USD community."
According to AS Finance Chair
and senior Diana Rodriguez-Agiss,
each year, a portion of the $190 student
activity fee that each students pays as a
part of the overall tuition fee is allocated
to ASBC. After spending $63,136 last
semester, ASBC still has $110,000
left, and they want the students to take
advantage of the money.
Rodriguez-Agiss
encourages
students not to be afraid to apply
for funding for any event they are
considering.
"Registered student organizations
can request funding for general body
meetings, speaker events, movie
screenings, recognition events, retreats,
conferences and many other events,"
Rodriguez-Agiss said.
ASBC is working to make itself
highly accessible to USD's student
organizations. The committee is
comprised of representatives from

come you have nothing and Spreckles
has everything?" the unions asked.
According to the documentary,
this outraged the city fathers,
particularly John D. Spreckles, the
son of an American industrialist, so
they ended up passing an ordinance.
The people involved in the I.W.W.
union
peacefully
resisted
the
suppression, but the resistance was
met with violence, a felony charge
and a jail sentence. Some progressive
business leaders came out and
championed their cause and were
likewise thrown into jail. Vigilantes
kidnapped a reporter who made their
violent acts known and hung him on
the tree with his toes dangling just
above the ground in a remote area of
town. It was here in 1912 that Emma
Goldman, a feminist rebel, and her
male lover came to San Diego on a
train to speak. During negotiations
with a mob that formed outside her
hotel, her lover, in the place of herself,
was kidnapped by the vigilantes,
tortured and sodomized. He also had
I.W.W. burnt onto his buttocks with a
cigar.
When the documentary screening
was finished,
Bartoli was the first
person to take the podium. He
gave an overview of the history of
inequality in San Diego and I.W.W.s'
fight for free speech. Bartoli said
that Spreckles owned the majority of

Alexander Green/TheVista

USD basketball defeated Portland behind strong performances by freshmen Christopher Anderson
(pictured) and Johnny Dee. Anderson finished with a career-high 13 assists.
See full article on Page 16
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Diversity inspires string of events

Ron Paul bridges generation gap

Baseball drops two of three

A calendar of upcoming Diversity
Week shows the details about the events
taking place on campus.
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market.
PAGE 4

See AS, Page 3

USD making final push before WCC Tourney

NEWS 1-3

Apple releases iBooks 2
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up for
grabs

Upper left: Freshman Morgan Pike uses a stethoscope. Upper right: Members of Medical Brigades take a group photo in Panama.
Lower left and right: USD students, including juniorTrevor Hall, health professionals and community members interact at clinics.

SD's history of free
speech documented
By Stefanie Howell

members are constantly reaching out
for any type of donations and help from
health professionals and donations money, prescriptions, doctors, nurses
and physicians. Global Brigades only
provides the transportation, safety and
security.
Dave Shabaz, father of sophomore
and Medical Brigades Fundraising
Chair Kami Shabaz, established Dave
Shabaz's Bat-A-Thon for charity.
Through this charity, the father and
daughter get in a batting cage and hit
balls for 10 consecutive hours with no
bathroom, food or water breaks. This
year, they are increasing their time and
will be in the cage for 12 consecutive
hours. Shabaz has raised over $40,000

AS*

The Kooks head to the States

The band is coming to San Diego this
Wednesday for a live performance at the
House of Blues.
PAGE 10

The Toreros won the opener but dropped
the next two in their weekend trip to Sam
Houston State.
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Cellphones turn
users like us
into jerks

By Nazin Sedehi
I am a "simpler-phone-willalways-be-preferred" kind of person.
I, had the same phone for three years,
and I proudly ignored every one of
the phone calls and text messages I
received that encouraged me to move
on from my expired contract.
Yes, I do have the iPhone 4 now,
but it is only because my father and
the salesperson at Verizon Wireless
coerced me into purchasing one about
a month ago. I promise. If it had been
my choice, I would have just gotten a
working model of my old phone.
I don't remember the specific
name of the model, but it was
a sliding, red phone that sort of
resembled a ladybug with its round
shape. It provided all the features I
needed in a mobile device. My little
red nugget had texting, which I used
occasionally and only under semi-dire
circumstances. And its shape made
it optimal for phone conversations.
(Note: I still haven't gotten used to
the alien, flat, rectangle shape of the
iPhone against my ear,) I'm pretty
sure there was a camera in there too,
though I rarely used it. Just thinking
about trying to get those photos onto
my computer to then do whatever
I wanted to do with them in the first
place seemed so complicated.
Flash forward to my life now.
I'm no longer the same simple and
happy phone owner. No, ever since
that visit to the Verizon store where
they literally had nothing else to show
except for their smartphones, I have
become wholly dependent on my little
piece of technology. I used to misplace
my phone every couple of days and
wait patiently until I happened to find
it again. Now, I feel the need to have
my device with its obnoxious pink
cloud case next to me at all times. Or
else.
I get a tad upset now when I go
somewhere without wi-fi in the offchance that I answer an e-mail a
couple of hours later than I want to. I
also text regularly now, which is still
weird, especially considering that my
fingers have gotten used to the little
touch keys. I still remember the first
week I had this new phone. Whether
my fingers were chubbier then is hard
to know, but my inability to type an
intended word on my phone a couple
of weeks ago was just ridiculous.
Perhaps most disappointingly,
I'm afraid that I have become a "cell
phone jerk" like the type described in
a Time Healthland article. In a new
study, researchers from the University
of Maryland's Robert H. Smith
School of Business looked at whether
increased cell phone usage, while
keeping us connected socially, makes
individuals less socially adept and,
instead, increasingly self-centered.
The researchers looked at both
female and male college students in
their 20s. They found that after using
their cell phones for a short time, the
participants were less likely to engage
in "prosocial" behavior. Prosocial
behavior, by the way, is defined by
the study as actions intended to help
another person or the whole of society.
The subjects in the study who
were allowed to use their cell phones
were likely to sign up for volunteer
opportunities and gave up solving
word puzzles more readily, even after
knowing that solving these word games
would lead to monetary donations for
charities. This comparison was made
to the control group of the study who
did not use their cell phones.
The results were the same for the
group of students that were only asked
to draw a picture of their cell phones
and to think about using them. They
were also less prosocial.
According to the researchers,
the human need to feel a 'sense of
belonging is responsible for this type
of selfish behavior. They explained
that cell phone usage satisfies that
innate need, leaving us less interested
in pursuing in behavior that would
be helpful for others. Basically, once
we feel socially connected, we also
feel less empathetic. Glorious. And
I thought that navigating my way
through all of the apps was going to be
my sole worry^vith this phone.

MONDAY - February 27. 2012
• Visiting speaker, Wally Amos
(creator of Famous Amos cookies]
- 8pm @ the IPJ Theatre
- Tickets ore free @ the UC Box office

\X!=*L/

• *

famous /\m0s

TUESDAY - February 28. 2012
• USD Changemaker Festival
-12 to 2pm, booths along Morion Way
• March of the Toreros
-12 to 2pm from Moher Circle to the IPJ

WEDNESDAY - February 29. 2012
• UF's Multicultural Night
- 5:30pm @ UC Forums A & B
• Contradictions of Globalization: Examples from Mexico to
Brazil
- 7 to 9pm @ Solomon Hall (located in Maher Hall]
THURSDAY - March t. 2012
• Love Love, Hate Hate Campaign
- Dead hours in front of the UC

Cathy Nguyen/The Vista

Master's candidate sparks discussion with film
SPEECH, continued from Front
Page
San Diego, and in the 1980s the
housing boom from the PanamaCalifornia exposition had gone bust.
"They called the real estate business
'catching-suckers' because those who
got here first would buy property
cheap and sell it high," Bartoli said.
"The elite viewed society as a pyramid
in which people at the bottom didn't
work, and the money bags were at the
top ruling it all. People started striking
over the place, and they didn't know
how to stop it. Their response was
agitation and violence."
Esteban del Rio, USD professor
of communications studies and San
Diego native, shared his view of San
Diego's status quo.
"When talking to people it'll just
roll out of my mouth, 'It's a working
class city,"' del Rio said. "People
that are not from San Diego can't
wrap their minds around it. It's hard
to imagine San Diego from beyond
the tourist brochures. And even our
students...come here from different
places, from a sphere of influence
from Mission Beach to Fashion Valley
to our campus. It's not that institutions
contain discourse but that discourse
contains institutions. It's in discourse
where we produce the world, where
we produce reality. People who had
material power did much work to
shape the discourse. Like Obama

Anne Brady/The Vista

James Bartoli, USD master's candidate, shows documentary on Monday night in IPJ.

and his Health and Human Services
mandate. He could have easily given
a separate public option."
Jim Miller, professor of English
and labor studies at San Diego City
College, warned that history is
repeating itself and that free speech
ideals that I.W.W. fought for are under
attack.
"The important things about the
presentation today are three central
parallels," Miller said. "One is that
free speech rights are not given freely
in the U.S. That each generation has
to assert it. That is has been taken
away, it will be takeij away...It needs

to be fought for in order to attain it.
The second parallel where we are in
this country, at the level where we are,
sadly, that economic disparity is just
as wide if not wider. That is the issue
of the day. We have people with power
running every corner of this town and
engaging in a kind of bait switch,
because you can demonize working
people. You can demonize the garbage
man or the librarian and blame them
for every problem. What history
shows is that despite the I.W.W.
dissent we have political conflicts...
class segregation."
The last speaker to take the

podium was Secretary-Treasurer and
CEO of San Diego Imperial Counties
Labor Council Lorena Gonzalez, who
stressed the importance of free speech
to an egalitarian society.
"I think that's important, because
unless we continue to fight
an
ongoing battle to express a freedom
of expression, it will come under
attack," Gonzalez said. "It's often
those ideas that are a direct threat to
a ruling class that come under attack.
Who has the ability to talk about what
should be accepted as adequate speech
and what should not be? And all those
folks have fought. It seems such a
coincidence that we fought many of
these folks in our own fights, retail and
restaurant owners. Today we ask what
the retail owners and the restaurant
owners would care about public
employee pensions. They donate the
most in the fight between public and
employee pensions. What this impedes
is the workers' rights to organize, the
workers' rights to empower, the right
of unions to be somewhat powerful.
It's that same attack that's happening
today."
The conclusion of the presentation
was that we have become complacent,
and we need to address the freedom
of speech problem with as much, if
not more, enthusiasm than the I.W.W.
union. As Gonzalez stated, we need
to develop civic consciousness and
increase activism so we can hold onto
the free speech and social ideals for
which the I.W.W. fought.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
February 14 - February 19

February 19, 2012

February 17, 2012

February 14, 2012
Location: SOFTBALL FIELD
At 9:35 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect(s)
broke into the softball trailer and removed $7600
worth of property between Feb. 13 5:45 p.m. and
Feb. 14 at 9 a.m.

February 15, 2012

Location: MISSION PARKING STRUCTURE
At 2 p.m. Public Safety responded to a service
call. Upon investigation, one student was cited for
possession of marijuana.

Location: SAN MIGUEL

February 17 2012

February 19, 2012

At 10:26 p.m. resident assistants cited four
students for liquor law violations.

At 12:27 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
himself and he was transported to detox. Five
other students were cited for liquor law violations.

Location: MISSION CROSSROADS

Location: MAHER HALL
At 1:17 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
himself and he was transported to detox.

Location: MAHER HALL

February 18, 2012

February 19, 2012

At 12:16 a.m. resident assistants cited nine
students for liquor law violations.

At 2:45 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated individual. Upon investigation,
the individual was identified as a non-student
and she was transported off campus. During the
incident, one student was also cited for a liquor
law violation.

Location: FOUNDERS HALL

February 16, 2012
Location: CAMINO HALL
At 11:31 a.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown
suspect removed an Apple iMac computer from a
classroom between Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. and Feb. 13
at 12 p.m.

At 12:21 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of possible marijuana use. Upon investigation, one
student was cited for possession of marijuana and
minor in possession.

Location: SAN RAFAEL

February 18, 2012

Location: LAGUNA HALL

Anyone having information regarding these
At 1:04 a.m. resident assistants cited five students incidents please contact Public Safety at 619-260for liquor law violations.
7777.

AS has money left over for clubs
AS, continued from Front Page

all five
categories of
student
organizations: two senators, one
Torero Program Board representative,
a student organizations director, AS
Controller, AS advisor and finance
chair. The committee is equipped to
listen to students' requests. According
to Morgan, ASBC will consider every
request and ensure that each proposition
will benefit the USD community so that
the students' money is put to good use.
"I strongly recommend that
every single club on campus read the
requirements of requesting money
from ASBC, then come in and request,"
Morgan said. "This is money paid by
the students. We want it to be put to
use by the students in ways that it will
benefit them."
To receive funding from ASBC, it
is necessary to fill out an application at
sandiego.edu/ToreroOrgs. Students will
then be emailed an appointment time,
attend the appointment and receive a
response with the committee's decision
in a few days. A step-by-step guide
and PowerPoint are available at http://
www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents/
branches/finance/budget_committee.
php to aid students with the application
process.
"The extra money allows for clubs
to put on more events for students,
whether to fund meetings, have guest
speakers, provide food or collaborate
with other clubs on campus," Secretary
of Health Careers Club and sophomore

Michelle Powelson said. "These events
allow fellow classmates with the same
interests, who wouldn't meet in any
other way, to form friendships. The
funding basically supports clubs. They

CLASSIFIEDS

wouldn't exist without them. There
would be no learning and growing
together without AS funding, so it's
great that there's more money available
for clubs to use."

USD Alum and Realtor Seth
O'Byrne has a great beach
house for sale just south of
Mount Soledad. Custom Built
Cape Cod, 3,000 square feet.
$899,000 - $999,000. Also, be
on the look out for two new
Mission Beach condos for sale
UNDER $400K! Call today for
homes for sale 858.869.3940,
sduniversityhomes.com,
Troop
Real Estate License #01463479

Seth O'Byrne, USD Alum &
Realtor is selling another home
for a USD Grad. 1154 Emerald
Street in Pacific Beach. Three
bedroom home with panoramic
ocean views, just three blocks to
the ocean. $669,000. This home
rents to USD students typically for
$3,000/month. This is a great way
for your family to own a home at
the beach and cash flow! Call Seth
today for details 858.869.3940.
Go to sduniversityhomes.com for
1000s of homes for sale! Troop
Real Estate License # 01463479
Hannah Murphy/The Vista

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

USD Buyer! 3779 Ocean Front
USD Buyer! 750 Island Court
USD Buyer! 1977 Oliver
USD Buyer! 4786 Ingraham
USD Buyer! 829 San Fernando
USD Buyer! 15105 Cross Stone
USD Seller! 7167 Cam. Degrazia
USD Seller! 2250 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 2542 Hartford
USD Seller! 685 Rainbow
USD Buyer! 13614 Utopia

USD Buyer! 2708 Mission
USD Buyer! 1154 Emerald
USD Buyer! 2362 Bahia
USD Buyer! 4771 Lamont
USD Buyer! 2960 Union
USD Buyer! 875 G St.
USD Seller! 4444 WP Loma
USD Buyer! 4502 Milton
USD Buyer! 4492 Arizona
USD Buyer! 17833 Joyas
USD Buyer! 2330 First

' Seller! 722 Santa Clara
> Buyer! 2965 Mission
> Buyer! 3843 Riviera
i Buyer! 1538 Ingraham
i Seller! 4056 Raffee
) Buyer! 3414 Tennyson
i Seller! 510 CDL Reina
» Buyer! 6370 Rancho M.
i Buyer! 3246 Ashford
i Buyer! 4410 Beverly
> Buyer! 550 Park

California License # 01463479

www.SD University Homes.com
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(Anna)stly:
Just
friends?

M

By Anna von Bertrab
I don't think I can do justice to one
of life's biggest questions in a simple
column, but will attempt to tackle the in
quiry of whether guys and girls can truly
be "just friends."
Two weeks ago a guy friend asked
me on a Valentine's date in response to
my shameless promotion. He saved me
from the embarrassment if no one showed
up. Were his intentions purely platonic, or
was there an ulterior motive at play?
Can males and females really be
friends, or will there always be someone
in the friendship that secretly likes the
other? Maybe it is the male game of being
friends with a female until she ultimately
falls. Sly. The possibilities are endless.
The prototypical male-female dy
namic is flirt, date, get married and have
kids. Same-sex friendships fall into cer
tain categories. Men relate to each other
by doing activities together and girls by
talking and sharing with each other.
But what about the platonic malefemale relationships that are abundant in
college? The media often confuse these
types of friendships. For instance, in the
movies "Just Friends," "No Strings At
tached" and "Friends with Benefits" the
cross-sex friendships result in tension,
lust and perhaps romance. These are all
certain challenges to overcome in the
cross-sex friendships.
First off, defining the relationship:
Are you friends or lovers? It is difficult
to differentiate between platonic love and
friendship attraction devoid of lust. So
overcoming the attraction becomes an
other difficulty. If you can overcome it,
then you are golden. But the uninvited
facet of any cross-sex friendship is sexual
tension. Can you ignore it?
The power play between the two sex
es arises in a cross-sex friendship. Girls
are at risk of developing a submissive
role in these types of friendships stem
ming from the traditional psyche of male
dominance. Society doubts the cross-sex
friendship, typically posing the awkward
pry, "Are you really just friends?" At
USD, males and females coexist in close
living conditions convening in the dorms,
library, gym, et cetera. Our environment
sets the perfect stage for cross-sex friend
ships to develop.
After college though, it will be more
difficult to keep the friendship between
males and females. Cross-sex friendships
decline with an increase in age due to life
and its commitments and institutions. So
enjoy your friendship while you can.
Are men benefiting more from crosssex friendships? The emotional support
offered in the the opposite-sex friend
ship is nurturing and comforting. Guys
typically don't find this kind of comfort
from other men. Men thus confide in la
dies, but do ladies confide in men or more
in other girls? It is debatable. For ladies,
having this kind of friendship means they
can joke and banter without the emotional
baggage of other ladies. Men are lighter,
more fun and a relief from other female
friendships. A girl also benefits from a
cross-sex friendship in hopes of gaining
an insight to what men really think.
In turn, for both, the cross-sex
friendship is emotionally rewarding. Nor
mally these friendships connect one-onone by dining out or driving around. Men
receive female support and females get a
male perspective.
It is arguable whether a cross-sex
friend can be a romantic possibility for
the future. But who wants to think about
the future, really? We are young.
What can be said certainly is that
for a cross-sex friendship to last, it must
get past lust and jealousy. Negativity will
only weigh down the friendship and sink
it. To stay afloat, both genders have to be
open and honest. Establishing what their
relationship means and how they will deal
with it by setting boundaries is a positive
option. Addressing things explicitly and
not brushing issues under the rug is key.
Tensions cannot be ignored. Communica
tion, like in all other friendships, is vital.
Now, have I really answered the
question or merely gone about in circles?
Androgyny is more prevalent in societal
roles. Thus, in an ideal politically correct
sphere where men and women are consid
ered equal, men and women can be just
friends. But let's face it. Men and women,
"just friends," is like communism; in an
ideal world it would work, but in reality
it doesn't.
I would rather end on a higher note.
Now I am no romantic, but I do know that
the heart doesn't exist for the sole pur
pose of pumping blood.

Exclusivity has a new filter with Instagram

Billy McCabe/The Vista

The picture-sharing iPhone app is growing at an exponential rate
By Blanca Torii

Instagram photos are square, not
the usual four-by-six. They are as in
stant as Polaroids, though there's no
shaking required. Instagram is a mo
bile social network exclusively for
sharing photographs, for now.
They often have a retro feel,
which is a trademark of the various
"filters" offered by Instagram. The
process is simple. Take a picture.
Choose a filter. Filters are like in
stant Photoshop sessions, offering the
options to alter a photo's color or add a
border. Then choose a social network
to share the photo, including Flickr,
Facebook and Twitter.
Instagram is currently available
for free download for those with the
iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad with cer
tain updates.
Although there are other free apps
boasting similar effects, Instagram has
injected the visually-crazed genera
tion with its social media fix, fusing
photo sharing with social networking.
Every second, two people join
Instagram. Suddenly, Instagram is
everywhere. Kevin Systrom, its cofounder and CEO, appeared briefly in

this year's Best Buy Super Bowl com
mercial. It was iPhone's app of the
year. President Barack Obama now
has his own Instagram account.
"Imagine a service that collects
all of the visual data that gets pro
duced all around the world so that you
can tune into any place on earth and
see exactly what's happening," Sys
trom said.
In a recent interview with Foun
dation, a monthly series on the latest
tech innovators, Systrom offered a
peek inside the rapid growth of Ins
tagram. The company started in Oct.
2010 with two Stanford graduates,
Systrom and Mike Krieger.
Between the two, their reper
toire of experience includes Twitter,
Google, Microsoft and Meebo. Initial
ly starting an umbrella company called
Burbn, Systrom and Krieger eventu
ally decided to focus on one aspect of
Burbn; mobile photo-sharing.
This intense streamlining seemed
to work in their favor. While their
staff had a total of four people, in just
10 months Instagram quickly boomed
to seven million users.
Systrom claims that Instagram
merely perfected an already existing
public obsession with taking pictures.
He says that Instagram addressed three

major problems among mobile photo
sharing: quality, excess and length.
First, the release of Instagram co
incided with the release of the iPhone
4, which further enhanced the quality
of mobile photos.
Second, Instagram aimed to sim
plify the excess of sharing devices
that were offered when taking pic
tures from a phone. Third, Instagram
claimed to cut uploading time, which
is rarely speedy, especially on mobile
devices.
With its extreme simplicity, Insta
gram lacks its own website. There is
no single site other than the external
medium to which the picture is up
loaded. There is also the demand for
Instagram to become available to the
Android phone.
Next to Apple, which owns 44.9
percent of the smartphone market,
Google's Android owns 44.8 percent
of the market, says Reuters.
The app was started on the
iPhone, says Systrom, because it was
the phone that the app's two founders
owned.
Instagram's competitors are not
limited to photo sharing apps such as
Hipstamatic; larger photo sharing ser
vices such as Flickr and Tumblr are in
the same line of business, and Insta

gram has nowhere near as many users.
Facebook announced it will add filters
in the style of Instagram to its own
mobile apps, which would eliminate
the need for an outside source.
Over the summer, techie websites
leaked rumors of an upcoming new
Facebook photo app for the iPhone
called Hovertown or WithPeople.
However, Systrom describes in
formation networks such as Twitter as
a form of microblogging, a recording
of thoughts, which makes them a dif
ferent sort of tool than Instagram.
"The difference between Twitter
and Instagram," he said, "is that Ins
tagram is riot feelings or thoughts. It's
more like, what are you doing, where
are you, what are you seeing," Sys
trom said.
Systrom visualizes the impact that
Instagram, a force for visually linking
people's worlds together, will have on
the future of social media. He chums
the idea that it might be the new way
to get news, the new way of shopping
or an alternative way to explore the
world.
"Communicating via photos and
imagery is saying that this thing can
function even if people don't speak the
same language —anyone, anywhere in
the world can use it," Systrom said.

The digital textbook era has arrived
Apple releases iBooks 2, bringing textbooks to iPads
By Kenny Rosen

Apple Inc. has teamed up with
the three largest textbook distributors
throughout the world to incorporate the
new iBook 2 software, opening up the
lpng awaited world of digital textbooks.
Released Jan. 19, iBooks 2 soft
ware is now available to the general
public. iBooks 2 is a new program
that Apple designed with the compa
nies Pearson PLC, McGraw-Hill and
Houghton Mifflin Harcour to revo
lutionize the largely untapped digital
textbook market. Apple plans to start
the new venture with the iPad and iPad
2 tablet computers.
"I give such incredible marks to
Steve Jobs and Apple for having this
vision and pushing it through the iPad;
I think without a doubt this will open
up a learning agency for anybody any
where," Terry McGraw,
chairman,
president and chief executive officer of
The McGraw-Hill Companies, said.
Steve Jobs and McGraw have been
in negotiation since last June in order
to bring textbooks to the iPad tablet as
an application. The digitization of text
books pushes higher education beyond
just high school and university students,
to all consumers.
With the launch phase of iBooks
2, students can purchase their books
straight from Apple Inc., bypassing
school districts. The introductory pric
ing will be $14.99. A book and will in
clude interactive features and videos to
help facilitate a higher level of learning
for students.
Terry Mcgraw noted that Apple
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would be taking about a 30 percent cut
of all digital textbook sales. He stated
he was "very relaxed" regarding profit
sharing as distribution and printing of a
standard textbook accounts for around
25 percent of the final sale price.
In addition to Apple Inc. releasing
iBooks 2, the company has also released
iBooks Author. This free application is
to be used by consumers who wish to

create their very own book without go
ing through a standard publisher. Fur
thermore, Apple has also re-released its
iTunes U (University) application that
contains over 100 college courses from
universities such as Yale and Duke. The
program also allows professors to send
messages, videos of lectures and other
information such as a syllabi directly to
their pupils.

The advantages of having a digital
textbook on an iPad are clear. Students
will no longer have to strain themselves
carrying heavy textbooks from class
to class, and they will have instantlydownloadable content from their iPad
and iPhone devices. Traditional text
books quickly become outdated. If
they are digital, they can instantly be
updated.
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1. Dell's earnings fall 18 percent

5. RIM releases PlayBook OS

As supply constraints for disk drives and weak
demand from the public sector increases, the com
pany plans to shift to more profitable products.

Researching in Motion Ltd. unveiled a free up
date for the poor-selling PlayBook tablet operating
system.

2. Oil and gas on the rise

6. Adidas goes fashion foward in China

Wholesale prices of oil and gas increase at 10
percent in less than a week.

Seeking to overtake Nike Inc. in Shanghai, Adidas
aims at the high fashion niche to become the nation's
leader in sports apparel.

3. Frankfurt airport strike continues

7. Asian markets embrace Swiss watch exports

German airport operator reported almost 200
flights were canceled through Friday due to workers'
strike.

Overcoming fears of slowdown, Swiss watch
makers beat expectations in China and Japan where
sales rose 16 percent.

4. Comcast to rival Netflix

8. Sean Combs unveils plans for a music cable
channel

Comcast Corp. opened a new front in the Inter
net-video wars unveiling a new subscription service
competing directly with Netflix.

P, Diddy's new music channel, Revolt, is to start
by the end of the year.

Khan Academy provides an alternative to tradition
The backup plan for a four-year university is here
By Kasha Patel
Students at a traditional universi
ty such as USD are privileged enough
to be able to afford and gain a wellrespected degree in the field of their
choice within the usual four years,
give or a take a few semesters. But
what about the people out there who
can't afford the tuition of a four year
university or are not keen to the tradi
tional way of learning?
One solution is the Khan Acad
emy. It offers a gateway to learning
for those who need a boost. "The
Khan Academy is an organization on
a mission. We're a not-for-profit with
the goal of changing education for the
better by providing a free world-class
education to anyone, anywhere. All
of the site's resources are available
to anyone. It doesn't matter if [they]
are a student, teacher, home-schooler,
principal or an adult returning to the
classroom after 20 years. The Khan
Academy's materials and resources
are available to [everyone] complete
ly free of charge," the Academy's
website states.
Free college education with on
line classes that can be taken at a stu
dent's own pace is appealing to those
who need an alternative to the tradi
tional university style of education
like USD's. Scott Olster of Fortune
magazine interviewed the founder of
Khan Academy, Salman Khan, about
his vision for the institution and how
he sees it as a viable substitute for
those students who need something a
little different when it comes to gain
ing an education.
When asked about the kinds of
people he sees taking the classes he
responded that he was surprised at
how motivated people were when
given a different way of learning.
During the interview, Khan also found
these were the people who failed out
of high school or the early stages of
college and disliked the traditional
way of academics but really excelled
when given an alternative way to edu
cate themselves.
Many students, including the stu
dents of USD, are familiar with and
have learned to accept the teaching
ways of four year universities with
the high stress and fast paced educa
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tional lifestyle. But, "there are people
out there that have completely gotten
frustrated and disengaged with the
traditional model that tends to judge
[them] and label [them] in very early
stages and really doesn't let [a stu
dent] learn at [their] own pace," Khan
said. These are the people he seeks to
bring into the Khan Academy which
gives them an opportunity at gaining
the education they may have once
given up on.
One of Khan's main goals that
differs from the traditional univer
sity style of education like USD's is
a heightened focus on internships and
gaining experience in the field. It is
not about making copies and getting
coffee, but rather getting involved in
an organization of the students' in
terests and shaping their educational

schedule around that.
"Right now, the priority in a fouryear institution is to learn things for
exams and in [the students] spare time
and summers [they] might be able to
do an internship. I actually think that
should be flipped around. I think the
focus should be doing internships. An
internship today at Google is optimiz
ing an algorithm that researchers at
universities don't even have access
to. I would say the interns that we had
this past summer were doing far more
rigorous theory than they would do in
their coursework," Khan said.
Internships are valuable learning
strategy which USD also offers for a
certain amount of credit that takes the
student out of the classroom and into
the real world. But, without some ed
ucational experience as background,

many students would be lost for what
to do during an internship.
"I think Khan's position over
states the case for doing internships,
but there should be more opportuni
ties for students to do internships than
there are in traditional college educa
tion [such as USD's] today," professor
of social and legal research and Direc
tor of the School of Business Admin
istration Internship Programs Marc
Lampe said. "Students learn from a
combination of classroom and intern
ship experience. An internship allows
them to apply what they have learned
in the classroom. Many internships are
not as rigorous as the one described
by Khan at Google. Still internships
offer a unique learning opportunity."
Whether there is an emphasis on
internships or learning in the class-

room, at the end of the day what is
important is helping people get the
education that will'help them succeed
in life. This can be through a fpur year
university like USD or for those who
do not have the financial means and
need more flexibility, through Khan
Academy.
"I'd like to see a reality where
if someone wants to work when they
turn 18 to help support their family,
they can learn at their own pace on
something like the Khan Academy,
and still get the training they need,"
Khan said.
For some students, a traditional
university like USD fits their educa
tional needs just right, but for others,
the Khan Academy is just another op
tion to help them continue on in their
learning process.
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Paul appeals to the younger generation
By Matthew Hose
Ron Paul, one of four candidates
competing for the Republican nomina
tion in the presidential election, is old
enough to be many students' grandfa
ther. He likes to act like one, too, as he
tends to take the stage at debates and
shout his beliefs for however long he
can to whomever will listen.
The 76-year-old Ron Paul is at
an age when most politicians would
consider seizing that coveted pension
fund and heading to Florida to fade
into nonexistence.
So why does Ron Paul still mat
ter in the 2012 election? Why have
his views, normally seen as the radi
cal mumblings of an old man who has
lost his wit, regained strength in this
election year? These questions can
both be answered by one final ques
tion: How has Ron Paul been able to
capture the vote of the youth of Amer
ica so decisively?
In New Hampshire exit polls,
he received 46 percent of the vote of
18- to 29-year-olds, blowing out Mitt
Romney, who received only 26 per
cent.
He also received 25 percent of the
18- to 29-year-old vote in Florida, a
state in which he did not campain.
How can Ron Paul garner so
much young support in a state with
out even so much as showing his face
there?
Two words: the Internet.
Most of our generation does not
watch the news on television, read it
in a newspaper or listen to it on the
radio.
Among the hours spent scouring
the depths of Facebook, information
about the outside world comes to us in
tweets, YouTube videos and shares of
shares of shares on Reddit and Facebook.
Knowing this vital fact is what
helped President Barack Obama cap
ture the attention of America's youth
in 2008 and what is helping Ron Paul
do the same in 2012.
Paul's campaign has ingenious
ly seized upon the short attention
span of the Internet. Realizing that a
10-minute YouTube video is the In
ternet time-equivalent of watching
"The Godfather," his campaign team
has posted countless YouTube vid
eos showcasing his steadfastness in
policies that appeal to youths, such
as withdrawal from the Middle East
and abolishing the income tax and the
Federal Reserve.
These videos, often collages of
him stating his stances throughout the
years of his political tenure, are usu
ally snippets under five minutes long

By Lauren Vujovich
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that spare viewers the lengthy and
lofty political garbage put out by other
candidates.
Some videos poke fun at the other
candidates. One online advertisement
released by Paul's SuperPAC, "EndorseLiberty," begins with a chiseled
man calling himself "fake Mitt Rom
ney," and going on to say, "which
makes me remarkably like the real
Mitt Romney."
In the world of public debate and
television media, Ron Paul has largely
been shafted. Despite being a vastly
popular candidate in November, he
only received 89 seconds of time to
speak in the Nov. 13 debate in South
Carolina, according to Yahoo News.

Appearing on "The Tonight Show mobilizes students to vote. The cam
With Jay Leno," he said, "I wish it paign makes it simple to start a new
were a real debate and I didn't have to chapter, enabling students to instantly
wait two hours to talk three minutes." start one online by typing the names
However, understanding that his of a few friends who would be inter
campaign will never entirely be tak ested. Being able to start a club for
en seriously in the media, Paul has one's school is an obvious enticement
turned instead to the Internet, a medi to students looking to boost their re
um in which he is celebrated. Search sumes.
Yes, Ron Paul wants to legalize
results on YouTube for "Ron Paul"
produce 1.5 million hits, compared marijuana. But it is not just the tokwith 75,000 for "Mitt Romney" and ers that are mobilizing (or couchlocking) in support of Ron Paul. It is
60,000 for "Newt Gingrich."
Additionally, nearly 400 high the Facebookers, the re-bloggers, the
schools and colleges in every state YouTubers, and the tweeters. In other
of the nation have started chapters words, it is the everyday youth who
of "Youth For Ron Paul," a club that are spreading word of Ron Paul the
raises awareness of Paul's views and best way they know how.

Old theaters are coming back to life
By Lauren Vujovich
Movie theaters in this day and age
are anything but cheap. The cost to go
see a nighttime showing of a movie
is around $11 to $12, not to mention
the even higher cost of 3D movies
that have become increasingly popular
putting a major dent in people's wal
lets.
Going to the movies was once
a special treat that felt like stepping
into another world; these old time'
theaters can still be found across the
country, but typically they are old,
empty lots or have been transformed
into some other venue that still just
uses the old-time movie sign.
However, as of late, many cin
emas are trying to bring back the
old-time, classic movie theater expe
rience. Movie houses all over are opt
ing out of the typical modem movie
theater setup that attempts to look
futuristic but in reality just fails and
looks more cheap than anything, and
are instead going to go with a dif
ferent angle. Or perhaps, the better
terminology would be to go with an
older angle.
Many cities, especially those that
support the old-time vibe, are trying
to bring back to life the old movie
houses in their area. In an interview
with USA Today, John Bell, the head
of the 1920s-era Tampa Theatre in
Tampa, Fla. discussed how the oldtime theaters possess traits and a his
tory that new venues cannot imitate.
"These theaters are imbued with
a sense of history and collective
memory that you just don't get at a
Cineplex," Bell said. "The romance
and nostalgia captures people imagi
nations."
It appears that many others feel
the same way, for this recent trend of
renovating old movie houses is be
coming very popular. If movie-goers
are going to pay such a high price, it
make sense that they would like to
have the best and most magical expe-

Doritos
meets Taco
Bell

Photos courtesy of Axel.Foley/Flickr CC

Old movie houses, similar to this one in Houston,Texas are seen across the country supporting the old-time look of when they opened.

rience that can be offered. After all,
that is the whole point of going to the
movies in the first place.
San Diego is the home to many
old movie theaters and has taken
some strides to renovate them. For
instance, in Coronado Island, located
off of downtown San Diego has par
taken in major renovations to open up
the Coronado Village Theatre.
"Ten years and over $3 million

later the Coronado Village Theatre is
set to re-open to an eager public," ac
cording to a web post on June 4, 2011
on ecoronodo.com. "The theatre will
swing open its doors on Friday, June
24 after being dark for ten years. The
post-World War II movie house had
been a major part of our lifestyle
since it first opened in 1947."
To many, movie houses display
a part of the town history and really

reflect what the town was and what
it will become. The renovations of
movie houses, while they can be ex
pensive, are something that many cit
ies should consider partaking in.
It brings back the fun of going
to the movies and makes people feel
better about paying a hefty price to go
see a movie if they are not only get
ting the movie house experience, but
also a walk through history.

Taco Bell is making a comeback
and they are making it in a big way
Taco Bell has recently announced
that this March it will try and change
its regular taco shell into something
that is both different and enticing
enough to make people all over want
to give it a try.
It has teamed up with Doritos in
order to create a new "super shell," if
you will.
Instead of Taco Bell's typical
plain shell that so many are accus
tomed too, customers will now be
able to have a Doritos shell. Basical
ly, it is the same as eating a taco with
one big Doritos chip.
While this seems like a fairly
simple idea, it is amazing that no one
has ever had this genius thought be
fore.
It is ultimately combining two
well-liked items into one, creating a
new twist that many will be eager to
experience.
Taco Bell's recent face-lift is a
response to the allegations claiming
that the beef used in the company's
tacos were not up to industry stan
dards.
The lawsuit claimed that the
"beef' that Taco Bell was using was
actually only 35 percent real beef,
while the rest was just fillers. Taco
Bell argued that it was 88 percent real
beef.
The lawsuit about meat quality
was a major setback, but it wasn't
the only one that Taco Bell has had to
deal with recently.
In 2006 there was the E. coli
breakout that occurred across five
states and affected over 70 people.
Less than a year later, a video
showing rats running around the floor
of a restaurant in Manhattan went vi
ral.
In 2011 the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention found Taco
Bell to be connected to a salmonella
outbreak that affected 68 people. You
think they would learn from their pre
vious mistakes, but they obviously
did not.
It appears that they just can't get
a break.
With the major blow to Taco
Bell's credibility, it seems that the
restaurant felt the need to come back
in 2012 with something new to get
people talking, but this time in a good
way, for their 50th anniversary.
Taco Bell is taking strides in the
right direction in order to help clear
up its name and create something that
will not only entice the younger gen
eration but also the older one too.
Doritos chips are generally wellliked, yet the thought of creating a
taco shell with them is rather inge
nious.
Granted, both Taco Bell and
Doritos chips aren't the best thing out
there on the market for people to be
eating, and combining them is only
going to make an even more seam
lessly unhealthy meal choice.
Yet, people know that Taco Bell
isn't the place to go to in order to find
a nice, healthy meal.
One goes to Taco Bell to stray
away from the healthy food and just
eat something quick and still satisfy
ing.
This new Doritos Locos Tacos
plan- is one that will be bring people
from all over, whether they like Taco
Bell or not, to give it a try.
It appears that Taco Bell is mak
ing a good business call and will be
pulling in a lot of money, for every
one will want to claim that they have
tried the new Doritos Taco Bell taco.
The grand revealing of the Dori
tos Locos Tacos will be on March 8,
and hopefully all goes as planned.
Yet, as for now, it appears that it
will be a hit and something that ev
eryone will enjoy. Maybe they will
eventually have the different flavors
of Doritos chips to be the shells, cre
ating a funky kick to the already dif
ferent taco shell.
One can only wait for the grand
revealing in which Taco Bell and
Doritos will be making a big bang.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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USD's private food truck isn't economically efficient
By Ryan Shuman
USD has created a new moneymaking machine: The Torero Food
Truck.
Many students first saw this
food truck last semester during fi
nals week, when it was available
right outside of the library all night
for ravenous and exhausted students
to grab a late-night snack.
Many students found the truck
convenient, and its food was deemed
more than satisfactory.
The food truck has a range of
options from freshly prepared break

fast items to grab-and-go style bites
that appeal to all cravings of hungry
students.
However, when taking a look at the
larger picture, the question arises as to
why USD needs to have its own food
truck.
It would be more economically ef
ficient for USD to have been spent its
money elsewhere on campus. This was
exemplified by the Los Angeles Times,
who reported in 2009 that the cost of
starting a brand new food truck ranges
from $75,000 - $140,000.
Despite the issues that USD is cur
rently facing, such as limited parking,
the school has now decided that student
funds would be better spent on a small

Monarch school sets standard
Striving to educate homeless children
By Katelyn Montero
Sitting in their school cafeterias
eating lunches handed to them by
teachers or other staff, they look no
different from their classmates. But
when the bell rings and the school
day ends, they have nowhere to go.
They may not be standing at street
intersections, eating in soup kitchens
or holding up signs next to tin cans,
but the impact of being homeless hits
them just as hard.
The instability of this lifestyle
is so mentally, physically and emo
tionally draining that these students
have a different education than their
more fortunate classmates. Accord
ing to the National Child Traumatic
Stress Network, homeless children
are twice as susceptible to physical
illness and three times as likely to
develop emotional or behavioral dis
abilities.
The unique problems that these
students face demand unique solu
tions.
And that is precisely what the
Monarch School of San Diego seeks
to create.
While their classmates worry
about algebra homework and book
reports, these children worry about
where their family will sleep that
night.
According to the an organiza
tion called Home Again that works
with the homeless community in San
Diego, there are between 8,000 and
10,000 homeless people living in the
San Diego County.
Homeless children don't just
need education, they also need teach
ers who can be flexible with sched
ules, food, supplies, clothes, and
other basic necessities.
In 1987, Sandra McBrayer rec
ognized this need and sought to cre
ate a place where children affected
by homelessness could be given spe
cial attention.
The Monarch School not only
offers smaller classroom sizes and
specialized attention, but also proper
hygiene, food and supplies for its
students.
With specialized attention, small
classes, and a good environment,
these students don't just get by, they

start to strive.
According to a press release is
sued by the Monarch School, senior
Roberto Cortez was selected as one of
21 students from the U.S. and Canada to
travel to Atlanta after winning a writing
and illustration contest.
The school has become so suc
cessful that it is growing faster than its
building can hold.
According to the Union-Tribune,
the Monarch School now employs 50
teachers who teach 155 students, and
their school is still growing. In fact,
there are so many homeless children in
San Diego that the school was forced to
turn some students away.
In order to ensure that as many chil
dren as possible can receive the educa
tion that they need, the school is sched
uled to relocate in the fall of 2012 to a
larger and better-equipped facility.
The majority of funds for the
school's new campus have been raised
from private donors, although the
school still needs to raise about $5 mil
lion.
However, if private donors can
not sufficiently meet the needs of the
school, this is exactly the kind of project
that should be endorsed by the city.
Giving financial aid to homeless
people has always been a controversial
issue.
Many people argue that some peo
ple are only homeless because of lazi
ness or unwillingness to work. Howev
er, when it comes to children displaced
by homelessness, the argument simply
doesn't hold.
Whether because of layoffs or the
current recession, these children have
been placed in situations that they are
not responsible for, and just because
their lives are faced with major compli
cations doesn't mean that they should
be held back by these complications
for the rest of their lives. Just because
the Monarch School in San Diego is the
only school of its kind doesn't mean
that it doesn't work.
Big cities like San Francisco and
New York should follow in San Diego's
footsteps and create schools that cater to
the special needs of some of their home
less students.
Some of the students educated in
places like the Monarch School could
very well become the people who work
to eradicate homelessness in the future.

business style venture aimed at gain
ing more of the student body's money.
This is not to say that culinary
options and food-truck style vendors
should not be allowed to operate on
campus.
In fact, this opinion is proposing
the opposite.
The school is clearly aimed at ex
panding the food options available to
students, yet it falls just short of that,
only offering a new location for the
same products offered elsewhere on
campus.
The once popular food cart that
stood between Founders Hall and
Camino Hall has disappeared as well,
removing a consistently available op

tion for students.
This convenience allowed stu
dents to grab a quick snack or a cup of
coffee between classes is now greatly
missed, forcing students to revert to
the main food establishments on cam
pus.
Would it not be plausible, and ec
onomically efficient, for USD to open
its campus up to food trucks from all
around San Diego instead of provid
ing its own?
A simple permit system would
allow food trucks to buy access that
would allow them to come onto cam
pus during regulated hours at regu
lated locations.
Schools such as Loyola Mary-

mount in Los Angeles have adopted
this model, giving students a wider
variety of food options at varying
prices.
This option would still con
tinue to line the school's pockets
with money, while students would
have cuisine options that vary daily.
All that is asked by some students is
that this idea be given a thought, and
perhaps, be left open for discussion.
Sadly, the darker, more probable
reality is that the university does not
want to give up its monopoly, consid
ering how we do not have any outside
school venues available on campus,
and have to compete with fairer prices
from better food businesses.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I am writing to clear up some inaccuracies pertaining to a pervious article I wrote in the Decem
ber 8, 2011 issue of the Vista called "Microfinanace Club Creates Controversy". The shirts that were
referenced in the article that say "The Best MFers on Campus", are not the club shirts for the USD
Microfinance Club. Also, the shirts had not been approved by the AS Board. When the club shirts were
proposed, University Ministry held the Microfinance Club to a high moral standard and the club did not
go forward with the proposed shirts. Therefore, we would like to formally apologize for any ambigu
ity caused by the previous opinion article. 1 would like to make clear that the club's freedom of speech
rights were in no way infringed upon; but rather, ministry members helped the club uphold the social
teachings that both groups strive to maintain.
The involvement of University Ministry in the Microfinance Club has aided the latter in furthering
their goals to better the world community, both locally and globally. The mission of the Microfinance
Club is to promote sustainable poverty alleviation by providing the poor with financial services and will
continue to do so throughout the coming years.
Sincerely,
Emily Melvin

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor from students,
faculty, staff, administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to twilson@usdvista.com with
the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500 words and must include
verifiable contact information. Letter content is subject to editing for
clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, those addressed to
a third party or letters in poor taste.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff\ the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Join us for election week!
Tuesday, February 2
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LVUJOVICH@USDVISTA.COM
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NEED FUNDING???

$110,000
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CANDIDATE MEET & GREET
> at the Changemaker Festival in front of the IPJ
Friday, March 2

PRIMARY ELECTIONS
> Please vote from your mysandiego portal
Tuesday, March 13 @ 12:30pm

EXECUTIVE DEBATES
> in the SOLES auditorium
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AND ATTEND YOUP
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BUDGET COMMITTEE tah

Contact the Director of Elections:

Diana Bonriouaz-Agiss at

> ASspringelections@gmail.com
Check out the elections website;
> www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents/elections

ASFlNANCE@sandlioondi
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SLP 424
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Haley Earl-Lynn
helynn@usdvista.com

Let's Talk
About Lana
Del Rey

By Haley Earl-Lynn
When you combine Britney
Spears, Elvis Presley and Kurt Cobain
what do you get? If all goes according
to plan, you'll get Lana Del Rey. The
artist best known for being brand
new to the music scene and void of
foreseeable musical talent to match
her hastily found fame, cites these
artists as her main musical influences.
Lana Del Rey is the incarnation of
Lizzy Gates, the New York performer
who hopped from local club to club
playing her relatively unknown
music. With the help of some family
money and an interested producer,
Gates underwent a bit of a career face
lift and emerged as Lana Del Rey in
2010.
Fast forward 2 years and Del Rey
has found her popularity among both
indie music and late night television
enthusiasts shaky. Her popularity
in the fashion world, however, is
blossoming. Del Rey just landed her
pouty lips and blank expression on the
cover of the UK's March edition of
"Vogue." How does a budding indie
musician cross over into the world of
fashion fame after not cutting it with
her music?
Music fans have been giving Del
Rey a hard time ever since her baptism
by fire into the world of major-label
recording artists.
Signed to Interscope Records,
Del Rey now plays in the same league
as 50-Cent, Eminem, Madonna and
Lady Gaga, yet Del Rey has not been
able to give a live performance on par
with any of these artists.
Most recently she fumbled on
Saturday Night Live. You know
you have made a mistake when you
perform on the late night show one
week and get made fun of in a skit the
next week.
While it is impressive that Del
Rey was signed as a major-label
recording artists a full 6 months before
"Pitchfork" was publicly questioning
the musician's authenticity and origin,
Del Rey hasn't delivered quite yet.
From a musical standpoint she has
been a let down.
Watching Del Rey on stage is
awkward and uncomfortable for
audience members. That's certainly
not ideal. So what has happened to
the Lizzy Gates of Lana Del Rey?
Gates comfortably held her own on
Brooklyn stages and garnered a local
fan base. She was known for being a
confidant performer.
Del Rey may not be confidant
on stage any longer, but she is wellversed off the stage. It seems more
likely that Del Rey's true talent never
lay in the strength of her vocal chords
but rather in her keen business sense.
This is not what Del Rey would want
us to think. In a recent "Pitchfork"
review she addressed her priorities.
"I'm not trying to create an image
or a persona. I'm just singing because
that's what I know how to do."
I am going to have to disagree
with Del Rey here. She may have
been singing ever since her days as
a church choir girl, but singing is no
longer what she does best.
Del Rey landed herself a
modeling contract with Next Model
Management just earlier this year.
She has been dressed by some of
fashion's most sought after names and
her music played on the runways of
Prabal, Christopher Kane and Emilio
de la Morena during Fashion Week
this year.
While it was actually a fake Prada
ad that came out with Del Rey's face
on it last month, it seems as though
it's only a matter of time until a real
ad is confirmed.
Lana Del Rey has used music
as a bridge into a better life, a more
luxurious life certainly. Del Rey has
moved herself to London permanently
where she is rumoured to be dating
the lead singer of the band Kassidy
and singing the chorus for UK rapper
Smiley.
Life has only gotten better by Del
Rey's standards. Early in her career
she cited "Think & Grow Rich" as
her personal bible. With some careful
thought and a few lip injections Del
Rey has found herself a rich life. It's
truly a bummer that we won't get a
chance to watch her fumble around on
stage amidst the Coachella gods this
year.

The Kooks have been rocking out on stages all over the world since 2005.They are coming back to San Diego to shows fans a good time.

The Kooks are crossing the Atlantic
By Aimalisa Minetto

Inspiration can come from
anywhere and hit at just about any
moment. For the front man of British
band The Kooks, inspiration struck
at the most unlikely of times. While
jet setting from his native land of the
United Kingdom to New York, Luke
Pritchard took advantage of some
valuable time in the airplane's loo.
With his guitar, a pen and paper,
Pritchard managed to take two hours
of quality toilet time and turn it into
a song. This approach may seem a
bit kooky, but the song, "Time Above
the Earth," wound up on their latest
studio album "Junk of the Heart."
Other inspiration for the band's
sound has come from groups such as
The Strokes, Spoon, The Beatles, The
Rolling Stones, The Everly Brothers
and The Police. However, the The
Kooks' idol, David Bowie, gave the
band its name. The Kooks comes
from Bowie's song "Kooks."
While vigorously embracing their
post-punk and 1960's British Invasion
roots, The Kooks have been brave
enough to experiment with several
genres of music from pop to rock and
all the way back to reggae.
Their songs have been described
by fans as catchy, and their lyrics are
often stuck in fans' heads for days.
It has also been said that The Kooks
sounds and look like a less severe
version of the English indie rock band
Arctic Monkeys.
Relatively new on the British rock

scene, having formed in 2005, The
Kooks have wasted no time making
a name for themselves worldwide.
Their .fame was initially limited to
the U.K. but has since spread. They
scored a recording contract with
Virgin Records only three months
after forming as a band.
Their first album, "Inside In/
Inside Out," was certified as quadruple
platinum within a year and in turn
garnered the attention of the global
media.
The album features the hit singles
"Naive" and "She Moves in Her Own

Way." "Naive" was the first song
Luke Pritchard ever wrote, at the age
of 16. It can now be downloaded as
a playable song on the video game
favorite "Rock Band."
Since their booming success,
the group has gone on to record two
more albums. The three most popular
songs off these albums, "Konk,"
"Always Where I Need to Be" and
"Shine On," have been chart-topping
hits worldwide. "Shine On" was
also featured in a Michelob Ultra
commercial.
Hopefully some of the band's

goofy antics and post-punk inspired
lyrics will shine through during their
U.S. tour. The band will be stopping
here in San Diego at the House of
Blues on Feb. 29. Tickets are still
available.
For all music festival enthusiasts
out there, The Kooks have also been
scheduled to play at the Tennessee
music festival Bonnaroo. Whether
it is here in San Diego or anywhere
else around the world, the addictive
sounds and silly stories of The Kooks
are not to be missed. Catch them this
weekend while they are around.

Birdy has been compared to Adele and Winehouse
By Margaret Hartley
Combine Regina Spektor's soft
energy, Cat Power's sad melody and
Lana Del Ray's haunting voice, and
you will get the newcomer English
musician Birdy. Only 15 years old,
Birdy is already getting acclaim for her
sophisticated covers. She thoughtfully
and respectfully covers songs of artists
both popular now as well as popular
way before her generation.
Birdy's actual name is Jasmine
van den Bogaerde. Birdy stems from
a nickname her parents made up for
her as a young child, because when
she was being fed she would open
her mouth wide like a little bird. The
name stuck with Jasmine and became
the obvious choice for her stage name
when the time came.
Her launch into the music world
came with her release of a cover of
Bon Iver's "Skinny Love." The song
was a surprise hit, peaking at No. 17
on the U.K. singles charts as well
as appearing on some other charts
throughout Europe.
Birdy was born May 15, 1996
into a musically-inclined household in
Lymington, England. Her mother was
a concert pianist, so naturally Birdy
learned how to play the piano by age
5. She then began writing her own
music by age 7. Birdy gained her first
media attention at age 12 when she
won the U.K.'s talent contest "Open
Mic," beating 10,000 other entrants.
She was then offered to sign
a publishing contract with Good
Soilders Songs, Ltd., a label under
Warner Brothers Music. She accepted
this offer and began work on her first
album. Her first studio album "Birdy"
was released Nov. 7, 2011.
The album consists of covered
songs from other artists and one
original track. Her first single off
the album was the Bon Iver cover
"Skinny Love." She also recorded a
music video for this track, which was
directed by Sophie Muller. The song
was featured on the "Vampire Diaries"
episode "The Sun Also Rises." Birdy's
album has reached gold and in the
Netherlands and silver in the U.K.
The album will be released in
the U.S. and Canada on March 20,
2012. Some critics say the album is

just a lazy display of Birdy's talent
and that covering songs is unoriginal
and highly overdone. What makes
Birdy's covers unique is that they are
thoughtfully picked out songs from a
variety of successful artists.
Some of the songs are changed
dramatically to match Birdy's style,
such as "White Winter Hymn" by the
Fleet Foxes, "Young Blood" by the
Young and the Famous and "Shelter"
by the XX. None of the songs are
necessarily better, but they are all
drastically different from the originals.
The first track on the album is a
cover of Phoenix's "1901." Besides
the lyrics, the two songs sound very
different. Phoenix's version has an
electronic, upbeat pop sound, while
Birdy's is very mellow, delicate and
slightly sad.
This is Birdy's biggest critique,
that she has no real background in
what she is singing about. She can
not possibly have this much passion
and sorrow without actual personal
experience. Her lack of youthfulness
could result in a fan base much older
than herself. She is also placing
herself solely in the "Indie" category
and once this is chosen it may be hard
for her to branch out. Birdy sees music
as her future as she is quoted saying,
"I am determined to make music my
career. I've always known it is a big
part of my life."
Her one original song on the
album, "Without a Word," promises
great things from this up-and-coming,
soulful 15-year-old. She is being
compared to other British musicians
Adele and Amy Winehouse. All three
women share a similar power, range
and seductive sadness in their sound.
As far as other artists her age,
Birdy's sound is incredibly mature.
She is 15, going on 35. She sings
about loving, losing and other pivotal
life moments that this young lady has
probably yet to experience.
It will be interesting to see how
the U.S. reacts to Birdy when her
album comes out next month. No
matter the reaction, Birdy is already
proving herself worthy of success. It
is very likely she will have a bright
future in the indie music world.

Birdy may only be 15, but she has covered topics mature beyond her years through her
music.
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Here is a brief look at four photographers who have contributed to the world of art. Each photographer is
hi^hta regarded for his or her individual st^le <and vision. Their art is permanently exhibited at some of the
most popular museums around the world.
—

British photojournalist Tim Hetherington focused his work on
conflict situations in Libya, Afghanistan and West Africa. He is famously
known for co-directing the documentary film "Restrepo" for which he was
nominated for an Academy Award in 2011. The film also was awarded the
Grand Jury Prize for documentary film at the Sundance Film Festival. His
work in Afghanistan propelled the contemporary understanding of journal
ism today.
Hetherington's first world-wide recognition came during an
assignment in the Korengal Valley of Afghanistan covering the lives of the
173 Airborne Brigade Combat Team of the U.S. Army. His time spent here
was assigned by "Vanity Fair." While in Afghanistan, Hetherington
produced content for news specials, fine art installations, magazine
articles, a photography book and a documentary film.
For Hetherington, the idea of communication through imagery
moved beyond the still images that we see everyday. What is unique about
Hetherington is his interest in merging the traditional styles of photography
with new film technology. In contemporary photojournalism it is important
to use film as a way to contextualize content and distribute to a mass
audience. Photojournalists have a responsibility to dive into image-making
on multiple levels and represent newsworthy material to the largest
audience. Hetherington did just this with his best known work.

Alfred Eisenstaedt was referred to as the "photographer of the defining
moment" and is best known for his iconic "Life" magazine covers. Eisenstaedt
proves that a great photojournalist can come from the unlikeliest of places,
including a small town in West Prussia, now Poland. At age 14, Eisenstaedt's
uncle gave him an Eastman Kodak Number 3 folding camera with roll film,
which planted the seed for an endlessly growing love of photography.
An injury in World War I gave Eisenstaedt the freedom to pursue his
interest in photography. After studying the techniques of natural light and
composition, he began working as a freelance photographer in 1920. He devel
oped his pictures in his bathroom.
On a family vacation in Czechoslovakia in 1927, Eisenstaedt photographed a
woman playing tennis. After seeing the photo developed he realized his passion
was truly photography.
Eisenstaedt needed to leave Germany in order to survive Hitler's
termination of Jewish communities. He moved to Queens, N.Y. in 1935. Here
he began working for "Life" as one of the four original photographers hired by
the magazine's founder, Henry Luce.
Eisenstaedt's new career enabled him to photograph Marilyn Monroe, John F.
Kennedy, Winston Churchill, Katherine Hepburn, Ernest Hemingway, Charlie
Chaplin and others. He distinguished himself from other photographers with his
candid shots, shedding light into the private lives of celebrities.

Photographer Sally Mann keeps the magical qualities of photography alive as
she records the language of our time through the lens of a view camera. She is known
for pushing the boundaries of art. This has enabled her photos to gain iconic power.
Recording in a creative way with an artistic vision and calculation allows for a picture
to resonate through history.
Sally Mann's 1985 piece "Jessie Bites" asserts a violent and dark undertone.
The print is located today in the Guggenheim in New York City. Without even knowing
the title, when first seeing the image, viewers' eyes are immediately drawn to the
child's eyes in the picture. However, this young girl's eyes are averted as she glares off
to viewers' right with a sort of pout on her face. The child is bare-chested with marker
lines intersecting her torso, arms and hands. The girl is Jessie, Sally Mann's youngest
daughter, who was 3 at the time of the picture. As she lies in what appears to be a bed
with striped pillows or bed sheets, Jessie wraps herself with a white feather boa prop.
Her right hand rests over the center of her chest where the heart is located, while her left
hand wraps around an adult's arm with apparent bite marks, like the title suggests.
Some have said Mann's work is child pornography that encourages "pedo
philia in society," while others have embraced Mann's work as photographic art. The
underlying premise of most of Mann's work is to record her children's childhood
through her artistic vision by means of the lens. As a mother and artist, Mann did not
intend to exploit her children but simply saw them as inspiration for her work. Regard
less of critics' opinions, Mann is remembered as an iconic female photographer.

Dorothea Lange took photos to tell a story. She never took photos for the sole
purpose of creating neat images. She took photos to tell the audience something impor
tant. Her earliest documentary works were photos taken during the Great Depression,
when the streets were filled with homeless and unemployed Americans. Lange also
photographed the forced evacuation of Japanese Americans to relocation camps. Lange's
photos are inspirational, because they shine a light on largely undocumented struggles of
American people.
"Migrant Mother" is one of Lange's best known photos. The expression of the
mother's face and the weight of her children leaning on her shoulders shows the devasta
tion of the Great Depression.
"I saw and approached the hungry and desperate mother, as it drawn by a
magnet," Lange said. "I do not remember how I explained my presence or my camera to
her, but I do remember she asked me no questions."
Lange often photographed children. Her motherly instinct shows through in her
work. She tried to take the perspective of the children during devastating times, because
she felt the perspective of an adult is more common and tired. She photographed how
children would turn to each other and often reveal their innocence to each other.
At Columbia University, Lange was educated by Clarence H. White, a well
known photographer himself. With the beginning of the Great Depression, Lange turned
her attention to the challenge at hand for the country. Her images were distributed free to
newspapers across the country, and they eventually became iconic photographs of the era.
In 1941 Lange was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for excellence in photography.
After the attack of Pearl Harbor, however, she gave up her fellowship in order to photo
graph the forced evacuation of Japanese Americans. She went into the internment camps
and documented the people who had been displaced from their homes. Her commitment
to documenting trying situations is admirable and shows through in the quality of her
work.
Hannah Murphy/The Vista

12

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2012

ARTS & CULTURE
USD senior opens up about life as rapper Bello Mafioso
By Carly Hanson
Hip-hop, world music, funk,
soul, classic rock and classical all
come together to create an original
genre of music created and performed
by Jason Tarpin, also known as Bello
Mafioso. Tarpin likes to think outsideof-the box when it comes to making
music. This passion for creativity
influences both his musical life as
well as his everyday life as a student
here at USD.
Carly Hanson: What makes
your music diverse from others? Can
you describe the genre of your music?
Jason Tarpin: Well I know every
artist would like to imagine their art
as one of kind and diverse from their
peers, but I'm not that ignorant. My
music is definitely an offshoot of the
genre of hip-hop or rap. It's kinda
like what dubstep is to disco. All
electronic music today is an evolved
offshoot of disco.
Disco was the first to use those
drum patterns, synthesizers and
drum machines. Since disco, we saw
it evolve into all kinds of different
genres today, like house music, hiphop , and electro-dance music. Dubstep
is the alien love child spawned from
the love triangle between hip-hop,
electronic music, and dub.
My music is hip-hop trying to
mate with many of other genres one
song at a time. I consider it world
music, where hip-hop is at the root,
but there are hints of soul music,
classical music, Brazilian music, funk
and even classic rock.
I really enjoy sampling small parts
of obscure songs and then building
songs around that vibe or sound. I try
to make every song different from the
last, always exploring new sounds
and breaking the rules of traditional
music.
I just let my creativity always
drive the song. You might hear a Bello
Mafioso club song that sounds like
the Caribbean jungle meets Biggie
Smalls, and then the next track sounds
like an electronic monster is bombing
a gangsta rap drum track.
I sample whatever inspires me,
then go from there. I recently made a
track where I sampled a Brazilian funk
drum line with a Ray Charles vocal
sample. It turned out bananas! But
then again I do also make completely
unsampled songs as well, and those
tend to sound like world music meets
hip-hop, so yeah, I would call the
genre O.G. hip-hop.
CH: Has your background at
USD had any impact on you as an
aspiring musician?
JT:
You know, its funny,
because one of the biggest reasons
I transferred to USD from UCSD is
because at USD I could get into some
piano classes, whereas UCSD had
a full music program that never had
enough seats for students.
Up until my first Piano I class at

u

Kenny Rosen/The Vista

JasonTarpin's recording studio is home to Bello Mafioso and "trie Eyes."

USD I never had any formal training
in music. I produced by ear, never
knowing notes or rules. I just played
what felt right, and if it sounded right
I kept it. That's how I made my whole
first mixtape, 'Trie Eyes" --just by ear.
Even though it was very liberating, I
will admit now that knowing how to
read music, scales, and play chords
has dramatically improved my music
production.
I struggled my way through Piano
I, II and III, and even though I am
not the best at playing other people's
music, it opened all kinds of new
doors for me to express myself more
thoroughly with each note. I listen to
my new beats and there's a certain
level of intelligence I hear in the
music. I still always strive to break as
many rules as I can within traditional
music, but the music classes I took at
USD are a big part of my evolution
as a musician. Besides the piano
classes, I have managed to meet some
really talented students in my classes
and have done a few successful .
collaborations that made it on my last
mixtape "OuttaLessons".
CH: What does your creative
process look like? What goes into
writing your own music and creating

your own beats?
JT: I always start with a melody
or beat I am hearing in my head or
a song I hear that I want to sample.
I might hear five to seven seconds of
a song I have heard a million times
before, but something about one
melody or section of the song sparks
an idea in me.
I then quickly jot down the song
and time I want to sample into my
phone — This happens quite a lot
actually, I have almost 100 pages of
notes in my phone of songs to sample,
lyrics and ideas for songs that just
pop into my head at the most random
times, and you just have to write it
down or you will forget it!
When I do finally have time to sit
down at my studio and get irie, I relisten to those samples until the same
feeling or idea emerges, and I then
just run with it. I usually start with the
hard part of cutting up my sample and
getting the timing perfect, then I do
drums, add bass, add instruments and
play melodies for the verse and hook.
Then I arrange and mix the song
and bounce a mix No. 1. After that
I listen to the song over and over
thinking about what needs to be added
or changed. I usually have about five
mixes before I am truly finished with a

song and ready to start writing lyrics.
Some songs get finished in two hours,
some in two weeks, but as a producer
and a rapper I have to separate the
two creative processes. I produce first
and then when the beat is completely
done, I start putting words to the vibe
of the song.
I always have an idea, but I don't
start writing until it's completely
done. After it's written I record in my
studio with a friend who is a studio
engineer. I like to have a few other
homies from my team there because
it gets my mind in the right spot when
it's time to record. After recording,
the studio engineer and me will mix
the vocals and master them with the
song.
CH: How would you describe
the vibe of your music?
JT: You know, how I perceive
my music is very different from how
my fans do. I have had songs I didn't
think were my best be loved by certain
fans. That's what I love and hate about
music: No matter how I try to create
a vibe or message, people always can
interpret it differently. But, from what
I have heard and what I think about
it, the vibe is real. I never rap or sing
about what I don't do, my life has

been full of wonderful and horrible
experiences that allow for me to have
plenty of content to talk about without
embellishing like a lot of rappers do
these days. I just tell it how I see it, I
write about life for an ethnically mixed
kid living in southern California,
sometimes there's a moral to the story,
sometimes it's feel good music, but
the realness is always there.
CH: What do you have coming
up? What's in store for your music
career?
JT: I have done about 15 shows
in San Diego and in L.A. and I feel
like performing the music is my
strongest characteristic. I absolutely
love doing shows, it's a feeling I can't
even describe. But besides shows
I have released two mixtapes, one
music video, and hosted one breast
cancer charity benefit.
Right now the biggest thing
coming up for Our Thang is releasing
Part 1 of my third mixtape titled "Trip
To The Tune" or "T4 by 4-20." I have
learned so much in the past few years
about music production from my first
two mixtapes that I feel very confident
about this third mixtape really turning
some heads and getting Bello Mafioso
some notoriety.

Tim and Eric's Billion Dollar Movie" comes to theatres near you
By Colleen Dunn and
Haley Earl-Lynn

Although
Sundance
Film
Festival-goers were warned about
the sometimes questionable nature
of "Park City at Midnight" films,
one feature film out-shined all the
other questionable films at this year's
festival. Directors Tim Heidecker
and Eric Wareheim already have a
following for their on-line show which
features crude humor. While festivalgoers are typically ranging in age from
30 to 50 years old, most were aware
of the nature of Tim and Eric's humor.
Unfortunately, nothing prepared them
for the outrageous film they were
about to view.
Tim and Eric received so much
positive buzz at Sundance. It seemed
the audience was excited to see the
world premier of "Tim and Eric's
Billion Dollar Movie." Backed by
Will Ferrell's company Funny or Die,
the film was different than others at the
festival. It wasn't officially an "indie
film" by the exact definition of indie.
The preplanned world distribution
date of March 2012 made Sundance
less important to the film's overall
success. Sundance became merely a
place for people to view the film early.
The only thing more baffling than
how incredibly difficult it was to sit
through the whole film was the fact
that nearly all of the audience seemed
to agree. "Tim and Eric's Billion
Dollar Movie" is, without a doubt, one
of the worst movies to be released in
2012. Had the film been showing in a
normal theater, it is plausible that over
half of the audience would have gotten
up and walked out. Given that Tim and
Eric were in the crowd, as well as many
of the film's stars, audience members
were more timid about leaving.

It must be stated that the Sundance
audience is less likely to appreciate
the nature of a Tim and Eric film
given their interest in documentaries
and dramatic films. Many audience
members can appreciate humorous
films like "Super Bad" and "Team
America" where vaguely crude humor
is at least clever. In addition to being
severely repulsed, Sundancers were
also tremendously disappointed by the
lack original comedic material.
The film was about two men who
accidentally waste the billion dollars
they get to make a movie. They don't
make a movie, so in return they have to
attempt to revitalize a failed shopping

mall to get the money back to pay
their investors. The fact that Zach
Galifanakis, Will Forte, Will Ferrell,
John C. Reilly and other big names
were in the film goes to show how false
the Hollywood mentality can be that if
you put enough stars in something it
will be good quality.
This film
was hardly an
illustration of independent film
technique. The only thing that can be
said for the film is that it perfectly
illustrates the lack of plot often seen
in independent film.
Essentially,
nothing happens. The film does well
to ignore any kind of continuity in
its mediocre and weak storyline and

focus on characters. Tim and Eric are
the main characters. They lack any sort
of dimension or personal growth at all.
The commentaries they may be trying
to make on Hollywood or certain types
of people are ill-conceived and fail in
practice.
With no other purpose or
substance to the film, it is just an hour
and a half of disgusting. Essentially
the viewing will be no more rewarding
than YouTube-ing diarrhea, deviant
sexual jokes, vomit or large pimples.
There are not even film concepts that
were represented by the film. It is
simply gross teenage boy humor. In
the director's Q and A session, the

suggestion was made that there was
nothing more attempted than dirty
humor.
The reason this film has any
chance of doing well in the theaters is
the exact same reason that it had a room
full of viewers at Sundance: Tim and
Eric have created a buzz in the comedy
community. Their work has acquired
quite a few fans. It is sad that this
film has a marketable demographic,
but that is the reality. "Tim and Eric's
Billion Dollar Movie" will likely earn
decent box office sales after its release
on March 2 nationwide, but it is highly
doubtful that this will be a billion
dollar movie.

nolo Courtesy of Funny or L

Tim and Eric are known for being pranksters and live up to this title in their latest film "Tim and Eric's Billion Dollar Movie."
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Mat Kearney is coming back to the House of Blues
Bv Tom Roth
Folk rocker Mat Kearney is set
to turn heads when he performs at the
San Diego House of Blues on Feb.
25. Coming off a successful run of
nationwide performances as part of
his current winter tour, Kearney will
be promoting his most recent fulllength studio release, "Young Love,"
particularly his single "Ships in the
Night" which currently sits at No. 34
on Billboard's Adult Pop chart.
Kearney's unique blend of genres,
from rock to folk to rap, create a
listening experience found only rarely.
His numerous popular releases, which
date back to 2005's "Nothing Left to

Lose," combine with multiple sold-out
shows on his current tour to forecast
an entertaining live performance.
Saturday night's show, assisted by tour
partner Robert Francis, promises to
offer a night of quality music and fun
the all-ages audience.
Robert Francis was picked up by
Atlantic Records and put out his major
label debut, "Before Nightfall," in late
2009. Francis toured for 15 months
straight with musicians such as OK Go,
Fanfarlo, Brett Dennen, John Butler
Trio and Jason Mraz. With initial
success in Europe, Francis is looking
to build his fan base in America on tour
with Mat Kearney this spring.
Tickets are still available for this
show but will likely sell out soon.

Photos Courtesy of Mat Kearney

Mat Kearney puts on an authentic and entertaining live show.
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SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!
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Real Estate line.
www.troop.com

SD UNIVERSITY HOMES

Seth O'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor

USD Buyer! 3779 Ocean Front
USD Buyer! 750 Island Court
USD Buyer! 1977 Oliver
USD Buyer! 4786 Ingraham
USD Buyer! 829 San Fernando
USD Buyer! 15105 Cross Stone
USD Seller! 7167 Cam. Degrazia
USD Seller! 2250 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 2542 Hartford
USD Seller! 685 Rainbow
USD Buyer! 13614 Utopia

USD Seller! 722 Santa Clara
USD Buyer! 2965 Mission
USD Buyer! 3843 Riviera
USD Buyer! 1538 Ingraham
USD Seller! 4056 Raffee
USD Buyer! 3414 Tennyson
USD Seller! 510 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 6370 Rancho M.
USD Buyer! 3246 Ashford
USD Buyer! 4410 Beverly
USD Buyer! 550 Park

USD Buyer! 2708 Mission
USD Buyer! 1154 Emerald
USD Buyer! 2362 Bahia
USD Buyer! 4771 Lamont
USD Buyer! 2960 Union
USD Buyer! 875 G St.
USD Seller! 4444 WP Loma
USD Buyer! 4502 Milton
USD Buyer! 4492 Arizona
USD Buyer! 17833 Joyas
USD Buyer! 2330 First
California License # 01463479

Call today to find a home! 858.869.3940 • www.SD University Homes.com
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An athlete
in the
workplace
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Mark Pelka
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Phil Morelli
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Baseball surprised by Sam Houston State
After winning opener, Toreros drop two straight

carried a no-hitter into the
seventh inning before finally
surrendering his first
base
knock of the evening. His fi
The USD baseball
nal line was certainly deserv
team got more than they
ing of a win: 7.0 IP, 0 R, 8 K.
bargained for against Sam
But Sam Houston State
Houston State over the
jumped on sophomore Max
weekend. Facing a team
McNabb in the eighth and
many thought the West
forced the Toreros to turn to
Coast Conference-favor
junior left-hander James Paites would sweep, the Tore
zos, who couldn't contain the
ros let the final two games
Bearkats, who tied it up in
of
the
series
slip
away
after
By Phil Morelli
the eighth and sent the home
winning the season opener.
town crowd home happy with
Think of one of those
a walk-off single in the ninth
times when you met some
off Pazos.
Recently I started working a full- one you were really inter
Then came time to overtime job. Since I am "that senior" who ested in, and all week long
compensate. The bats never
is only taking one class this semester, you prepared to hang out
really came back and a slowI am able to work 40 hours a week with them — you get a hair
paced 2-1 Sam Houston lead
and go to class during the night. It is a cut, wash your car, maybe
quickly swelled to a 7-1 lead
pretty awful schedule but as I've stat do some Crest Whitestrips
behind a five-run fifth inning
ed in previous column rants, I enjoy — so when it finally came
by the Bearkats. It was sim
the grind because it's all I have known time you thought it was a
ply too much to overcome
being in college athletics. So now in sure thing and there was
as the Toreros ultimately fell
stead of worrying about practice, I no way they weren't com
10-3.
ing back to your place. You
have to only worry about my job.
Still, to put an end to this
However, I've noticed pretty finally meet up with them
terribly hokey metaphor, the
quickly that in the workplace, I'm and it starts off great, just
weekend may have gotten
the only person who is actually wor as you expected they're
away from the Toreros, but
ried about doing my job. For years I laughing at all of your
they remain the favorites, the
heard the phrase, "Do your job;" it jokes, you see all of their
best-looking guy at the bar, if
was drilled into my skull. This hap questions coming and have
you will and there are plenty
pens to all athletes who care about a perfect answer, every
more weekends to conquer.
the sport they play. In team sports, thing is golden. Then you
Their strong spots still
if an individual fails to do his or her get excited. You start to
shined this weekend, none
job, the team isn't as good as it could coast a little a bit and start
more so than Kris Bryant,
be. Naturally, since I am an athlete, I hinting that you want to
who met the early hype by
brought the same mentality into the leave a little early.
going 5-for-9 with a double
Then, worst of all, in
workplace.
and two runs scored for the
Since the first day, I've wanted stead of easing back into
weekend.
to do my job, and I've wanted to do it and closing the deal de
And the best part about
it well. I will work hard because my spite your little mishap,
baseball is there is always an
you press and end up overteam of coworkers and bosses depend
other opponent waiting in the
on me. If I make mistakes, I fully in compensating. Before you
wings right around the corner.
tend to correct them and learn from know it you're driving
For the Toreros, that comes in
them. And I truly believe the best way home by yourself because
the form of a home-opener
for me to advance myself is through they hailed a cab and went
for the annual USD Tourna
the work of my peers and I together. to celebrate with someone
ment, held at Cunningham
Ultimately, I go where the team goes. else that they no longer
Stadium, where the Toreros
After two weeks on the job, I have to deal with you any
will take on Kansas State and
have come to find that I do not share more.
the University of Pacific on
No one is saying the
the same ideals with most others in the
Friday for a double-header to
workplace. Everyone has a disturbing Toreros weren't prepared,
open up the tournament. First
and, quite frankly, despicable sense of but something happened
pitch against Kansas State is
self-righteous entitlement. No one is between Friday and Sat
set for 10 a.m., and first pitch
willing to stay late after work to get urday that sent them back
against Pacific will come
the job done. No one wants to help to San Diego with a lot of
shortly after the conclusion
others advance their career. No one questions on their mind.
of that game at 2 p.m.
It all started out ac
wants to accept criticism of them
The Toreros then take on
selves. No one takes the blame. There cording to plan. The To
perennial
contender Oregon
is no sense of team. And worst of all, reros punched out 16
Photos courtesy of USD athletics
State in a matchup of two
everyone takes the easiest path pos hits and were led by the TOP: Redshirt junior Calvin Drummond earned the opening day win for theToreros after tossing 5.2 innings.
heavyweights on Saturday
steady-handed
redshirt BOTTOM: Sophomore third baseman went 5-for-9 with a doub and two runs scored over the weekend.
sible.
at 1 p.m. before concluding
Such work ethic and devotion to junior Calvin Drummond
Sunday with another contest
went wrong. Whether it was compla plate. The worst part is, that looked
do well are all intangible skills that on the hill. Drummond al
people often forget about when dis lowed just 1 earned run in 5.2 innings cency or something entirely different, like it may have been enough, given against Pacific at 11 a.m.
All games will take place inside
cussing athletics. Learning to work and struck out 10 en route to his, and the same high-powered offense that the wonderful pitching performance
the friendly confines of Cunningham
crushed 16 hits the day before only they were getting.
hard for the team is the most important USD's, first win of the season.
Sewald, the senior right-hander, Stadium.
But Saturday is when things managed to get two runs across the
attribute a person can have, especially
one involved in sports. It means they
care about what they do and, most im
portantly, it means they are capable of
being selfless.
However, any coffee break dis
cussion ultimately proves that most
people have never even heard of the
word "selfless". When people have
The bus drops us off at the airport and a nice early morning nap the afternoon ings, working with the athletic training
By Jackson Shannon
conversations about others in the
we receive our boarding passes, check is free to head out for lunch, workout, staff or hanging out. This tends to be the
workplace, oftentimes it turns into a
our bags and collect our meal money. hangout and and get mentally and physi schedule for Fridays and Saturdays.
gossip shit-show. "I can't believe it,
One of the best parts about playing Most of the team members spend time cally prepared for the upcoming game.
On Sunday, the game is always
who is he to tell me how to my job?". college baseball is traveling. With so
In this weekend's series, for in at 1 p.m. with the rest of the schedule
doing homework, playing games on
"Oh my gawd, Susanne is such a jerk". many hours spent practicing and play
Iphones or just hanging out while wait stance, the Friday and Saturday games moved up. Most of the time we have
"How did Jim get the promotion? I've ing on the same field, getting away and
started at 6:30 p.m., so we met in the to be packed and checked out when we
ing to board the plane.
been here for 3 years!" I have person competing at another university is an ex
load the bus to go to the game. After the
Onboard everyone is randomly lobby at 3:30 p.m. for team breathe.
ally heard all three statements in the citing experience.
For team breathe, the coaches re game, we shower in the visitors locker
seated throughout the plane, usually in
same day, last week.
Traveling in college is extremely the back. Flight attendants tend to love serve a conference room and we lie on room, receive catered sandwiches and
In reality, however, most of the organized as everything from the time
when we are onboard because we tend to the floor with the lights off and mentally load the bus to head to the airport. Sun
people doing the complaining should we wake up until the time we go to bed
be humorous and entertaining. We tend get ready for the upcoming game. Usu day flights tend to be pretty mellow and
be doing their job instead of using is planned. We get to travel all over the
to clap for fellow teammates as they ally this consists of visualization, listen we get back to campus around midnight
company time to talk smack. Maybe country to places we probably would
ing to pump-up music and listening to or later. Most of the team tends to do
board and yell out inside jokes.
those people doing the complaining never get to go to if it was not for base
When we land at our destination we coach mentally prepare us for what is to homework in an effort to catch up for
should be staying late to finish work. ball. This season in particular we are
classes on Monday.
head straight to baggage claim to await come.
Those talking should also realize that traveling to Houston, Texas, Nashville,
Traveling gives everyone on the
"I can tell a big difference in my
our luggage. After that, we load up a
if they have an issue with someone, Tenn., Portland, Ore., San Francisco,
charted bus and head to the hotel. Prior performance solely based off the fact we team a sense of pride and excitement.
they should say it to that someone's Calif., Provo, Utah, and Malibu, Calif.
to the trip, our head coach creates room do team breathe," senior first baseman We get to wear USD travel suits and
face. Failure to do so means you are
"I get to visit and explore new cit assignments, so when we arrive to the and outfielder Corey LeVeir said.
travel as a team across the country and
a coward.
ies, check out other universities and beat hotel we are distributed room keys and
The first thing we do once we get represent our great university.
In my opinion, what makes USD the home team on their field," senior
"The whole experience is a small
head to our rooms. Depending on when to the field is pray as a team. Then we
athletes so special is the fact we know pitcher Paul Sewald s&id. "It is definitely
we arrive we either head out to explore stretch, take batting practice and then- taste of what its like to be in the major
how to work well with others. Sure, up there as the best part about college
take infield and outfield to finish our leagues," junior pitcher Calvin Drum
local restaurants or head to bed. Every
non-athletes can also work well with baseball."
mond said.
morning we have team breakfast that preparation.
their coworkers, but athletes know
Everything starts on Wednesday is usually buffet style and consisting of
Imagine getting an all paid expense
After the game we go back to the
how to deal with others when the when the travel rosters are announced,
the normal breakfast foods. If we are hotel, shower up, turn our laundry in and trip to an American city to play the game
pressure is on. We know how to work and the travel itineraries are distributed.
competing in a night game most of the either eat a team dinner together in the you love with your best friends. This is
with others when its fourth down with
Usually we load the bus and leave for team will head back to their rooms after hotel or head out for dinner. Free time is what we experience every time we travel
a yard to go with the game on the line. the airport around noon on Thursday.
breakfast and head back to sleep. After usually spent recovering, in team meet as a baseball team.
We know how to sink a game winning
free-throw with a second on the.clock.
Nothing in civilian life can simulate
the experience and the the emotions of
being depended by others to win for
the team. If you disagree because you
helped your partner win in Pictionary
or you had the winning catch in your
lame family football game on Thanks
giving day, you couldn't be more
wrong about your importance.
I realize that I better start getting
used to the mediocre workplace en
I'm rooting for the divorced girl
vironment because it's all I am going
KD
and
Westbrook
playing
"it's
to be involved in until I retire, that is
HAPPY MARDI GRAS!!!
to win "The Bachelor." It would
unless I become a stay-at-home dad.
your turn" out there right now.
However, if I need to work until I am
#NewOrleansTweet #FatTuesbe more improbable than GonFlat out scores!
65 years old, I know that I won't for
get what it means to be on a team. I
day
zaga winning March Madness.
won't forget what it was like to play
for USD.

By Chris Hanneke

Dugout Diary: On the road with Toreros baseball
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Toreros softball draws even in tournament
By Ducote Contreras
Losing three of five games in
one's own tournament may not seem
like much to feel good about, but
that's the way things went for USD's
softball team in the 22nd annual Camp
bell Cartier/Classic, co-hosted by
USD and San Diego State University.
The tournament, which was this past
weekend, featured 10 teams from
around the country, including Top-25ranked squads from the University of
Washington and UCLA.
The 25 games played over the
three-day weekend which started on
Friday were competitive, which puts
USD's victories over the University
of Notre Dame Fighting Irish and UC
Davis Aggies into context.
"Notre Dame was a great win
and we rallied back to get a big win

over UC Davis," USD Head Coach
Melissa McElvain said. "We know we
have some adjustments to make, but I
like where our team is this early in the
season. Our team is dedicated and we
have great leadership, therefore I'm
very optimistic about this season."
The Toreros struggled on offense
in three of their first four tournament
games, beginning with a loss to the
No. 9 University of Washington Hus
kies on Friday. The Huskies quickly
gained the edge on the Toreros, scor
ing five runs in the first three innings.
The Huskies continued to play like a
top-ten team on defense and shutout
the Toreros, allowing six hits through
seven innings.
The Toreros made a comeback in
their second game of the first doubleheader against Notre Dame, outscoring the Fighting Irish 4-2.The Toreros
picked up the offense in their second
game of the weekend scoring two in

the first inning thanks to a single to
right field from senior infielder JessicatTieszen that brought in two fel
low Toreros. Sophomore infielder Kylie Ordos moved the Toreros one run
closer to winning in the fifth inning
by hitting her first career home run for
the Toreros. Later that inning Tieszen
got her second RBI of the game giv
ing the Toreros their fourth and final
run of the game. The Irish attempted a
comeback in the sixth and seventh but
their effort was too little and too late.
The Toreros defense forced the Irish
to leave ten on base in the game, en
route to senior pitcher Kaitlin Healy's
the win.
Saturday turned out to be another
rough outing for the Toreros as they
faced the Oregon State University
Beavers and the Boise State Universi
ty Broncos in two consecutive games.
The Toreros matched the Beavers
through two innings, with both teams

scoring two runs apiece. But the story
of the game against the Beavers came
down to errors. The Toreros commit
ted four errors, to allow the Beavers
six more at bats and contribute to five
unanswered runs.
The day didn't change too much
for USD as they faced Boise State
immediately after the loss to Oregon
State. The Broncos capitalized on an
other slow game for the Toreros of
fense - USD had only two hits for the
game - by scoring four earned runs
through seven innings. The Broncos
were quiet through the first three in
nings, scoring once in the second, but
the majority of their effort was saved
for the fifth inning when they scored
three runs.
The Toreros ended the Campbell/
Cartier Classic on a high note though,
winning a close one against the UC
Davis Aggies last Sunday. Both teams
started off on fire with as they both

scored five runs through the first
three innings. Freshman third base
man Caitlin Rooney's RBI single to
right field then tied the game for the
Toreros at the end of the third inning
thanks. The game was all but decid
ed in the fifth inning when Hensley
struck a two-run home run off the foul
pole in left field. Hensley went 2-for-3
with three RBIs after going 0-11 at the
plate in the previous four games.
The Aggies were able to save
face in the sixth with an RBI double.
It wouldn't be enough for the Aggies
though as the relief pitcher for the To
reros, sophomore Jenny Lahitte came
onto the mound to finish off the game
for the Toreros and pick up a win to go
2-2 on the weekend.
The Toreros will travel to Santa
Barbara City College for the UCSB
Tournament and will begin the tour
nament against the University of
Houston at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Photos courtesy of USD athletics

LEFT: Senior catcherTaylor Hensly gets a hit in the Campbell/Cartier Classic. RIGHT: Sophomore infielder Kylie Ordos swings at a pitch. Kylie hit her first career home run against Notre Dame.

Women's basketball battles for second place
By Kaitlin,Healy
With last week's triumph over the
Loyola Marymount Lions, the Uni
versity of San Diego women's basket
ball team will continue their attempt
to be the second team in program his
tory to reach 20 wins in a season. With
regular season play coming to a rapid
end, the Toreros are gearing up for the
West Coast Conference Champion
ship Tournament.
With this week's win over LMU
and loss to the Brigham Young Uni
versity Cougars, the Toreros have
secured a first round bye in the West

Coast Conference Tournament.
"I am excited that we have been
picked seventh and have the opportu
nity to finish second or third in confer
ence," senior guard Dominique Conners said about the team's standing
entering the WCC Tournament.
After last weeks play, the Toreros
improved their record to 10-3 in the
WCC and 19-6 overall. The Toreros
three-game winning streak, which
ended after Saturday's loss against
BYU, placed them just .5 games be
hind the Cougars for a second-place
spot in the WCC.
A balanced offensive output pro
pelled USD to their 78-54 win over

LMU last Thursday.
Sophomore guard Amy Kame
lead the offense with 14 points on
6-of-13 shooting and six assists. Ju
nior guard Izzy Chilcott was the sec
ond member of the offense to score
in double digits, as she recorded 12
points. Lastly, Conners scored in dou
ble figures for her 16th consecutive
game this season. All but two Toreros
stepped up to score at least two points
from the field in the team's victory
against the Cougars.
In Saturday's game, USD lost to
BYU, the team they are currently try
ing to beat out for second place.
The offense was slow to start

against the Cougars, as only Conners
and senior forward Morgan Woodrow
scored in double figures.
Now in her senior year, Conners
has recorded a career total of 1,633
points, giving her the number two
spot for total career points recorded
at USD.
Conners will continue to strive to
be the all-time leader in career points
record at USD, and with her average
of 15.8 points per game this season,
she could find herself surpassing that
all-time record before the end bf this
season.
Conners has been a significant
contributor to the success and growth

of USD's women's basketball pro
gram.
"I can't even believe I am a se
nior," Conners said. "The year has
flown by with so many great memo
ries. This program has gotten stronger
and stronger each year."
This has been proven in the Tore
ros' winning record and growing suc
cess this season.
The Toreros are back at home
tonight at 7 p.m. to face off against
the Saint Mary's College Gaels. They
then travel to Portland to take on the
University of Portland Pilots on Sat
urday at 2 p.m. with hopes of clinch
ing second place in the WCC.
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LEFT-

Senior

forward Morgan Woodrow sizes up the San Fransisco defender. RIGHT: Senior guard Izzy Chilcott makes a move against San Fransisco defender on Feb. 9.
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Redshirt freshman forward Simi Fajemisin goes up for a slam dunk against Portland on Feb. 16.

Toreros top Pilots but defeated by Roadrunners
Youth and inexperience both hinder and help the Toreros
By Mitchell Woolpert
The youth of the USD men's
basketball team has both helped and
hindered them at times this season.
It certainly helped them when fresh
man point guard Christopher Ander
son carried the Toreros last Thursday
night against the University of Port
land Pilots.
He had a career-first double dou
ble, bringing in a career-high 13 as
sists to go along with 10 points. His
13 assists fell one short of a USD sin
gle game record, which is still held by
both Mike McGrain and Stan Wash
ington. Anderson's ability to push the
ball and keep the game moving ulti
mately proved to be one of the decid

ing factors in the Toreros victory.
After a closely contested battle
to begin most of the first half, sopho
more forward Dennis Kramer hit two
first half 3-pointers to put the Toreros
ahead of the Pilots 33-26 at halftime.
The Pilots were still in the game be
cause its bench outscored the Toreros
bench 16-8 in the first half.
In the second half, The Tore
ros pushed the lead to 17 with eight
minutes left to play with a Cameron
Miles 3-pointer. From that point on
the Toreros became complacent and
let the Pilots back in the game as they
mounted a furious comeback with
multiple buckets by freshman guard
Kevin Bailey.
The Pilots held the Toreros to five
points in the final 8:22 and tied the

game 65-65 at the end of regulation to
take the game into overtime.
The Toreros started the overtime
period with a 3-pointer by Kramer,
followed by a steal and a subsequent
layup by senior guard Darian Norris. These two early plays helped the
Toreros hold on for a 78-75 victory
against the Pilots.
Kramer led the way with 22
points and 11 rebounds.
A combination of Anderson's
vision, Kramer's touch and Norris'
experience gave the Toreros the edge
over the resilient Pilots. Youth and
raw talent have been the main differ
ences in the Toreros six conference
wins, but inexperience has been the
main issue for the Toreros this season.
Youth and inexperience showed

itself again in the Toreros game
against the Cal State Fullerton Roadrunners last Saturday. The Toreros got
themselves in an early hole, falling
behind 35-24 at the end of the first
half.
The Toreros shot a woeful 39 per
cent from the floor in the first half and
while letting the Roadrunners shoot
50 percent.
Led by junior forward Ken Rancifer and Norris, the Toreros youth
was nowhere to be seen. Zachary
Lamb, the brother of the University of
Connecticut guard Jeremy Lamb, hurt
the Toreros the most in this game. He
was fouled on two 3-point attempts
down the stretch and finished with 23
points.
The Toreros tried to rally late in

the second half and pulled within sev
en, but this is the closest they would
get. The early deficit was too much to
overcome as the Toreros lost 72-63,
The Roadrunners caught the much
younger Toreros by surprise. Head
coach Bill Grier thought his team
simply did not bring the right mindset
to beat the more athletic Roadrunners.
This time youth and raw talent simply
could not overcome the more athletic
and experienced opponent..
USD plays the Loyola Marymount University Lions today at 7
p.m. in Los Angeles and then will re
turn to San Diego to battle the Gonzaga University Bulldogs in the last
home game and regular season game
of the season on Saturday at 4 p.m. in
the Jenny Craig Pavilion.

Photos by Johnathan Finch

LEFT: Freshman point gaurd Christopher Anderson looks to inbound the ball over the Portland defender. RIGHT: Senior Darian Norris leads the fastbreak for the easy finger-roll layup.

Ching victorious in Chula Vista
Toreros' star defeats three top-10 golfers
By Michael Harris

Photos courtesy of USD athletics

Senior golf superstar Alex Ching follows through his swing. Ching won the San Diego
IntercollegiateTournament on Feb. 14.

Alex Ching kept his streak of stel
lar play alive in winning the San Diego
Intercollegiate tournament at the San
Diego Country Club in Chula Vista.
Ching, who is on the pre-season Ben
Hogan award watch list for best college
golfer, shot two under for the tourna
ment and held on for the one shot win
over Gerrick Porteous of University of
Tennessee in some very wet and diffi
cult conditions.
Ching has been the anchor of the
USD golf program for the past four

years and this year has been no differ
ent. Besides his selection to the Ben
Hogan watch list in the beginning of
the year, Ching has shown tremendous
consistency in finishing in the top ten
of every tournament he has played in
this year. The reigning WCC Golfer of
the Year beat out three golfers ranked
in the top ten in this tournament to take
home the win, and should see his rank
ing of 97,h in the nation dramatically
improve.
"I definitely did not expect to win
but I knew I could play with the guys
that were here," Ching said. "And hav
ing the home course knowledge of the
greens helped tremendously. It's defi

nitely a great way for our team and my
self to start the year."
Ching's performance was not the
only impressive one for USD as the
team placed sixth in the fifteen-team
field. Alexis Gemme-Piacente finished
tied for 32nd in the tournament and
Leon Knoll ended tied for 56th. Univer
sity of Washington won the tournament
shooting +6 in familiarly tough condi
tions. The Toreros as a team shot +29.
The Toreros move on to the North
Ranch Intercollegiate at Westlake Vil
lage on Feb. 27 where they look to
improve upon their No. 75 national
ranking and prepare for the WCC
championships in April.

